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SPC ad hoc group 

on the adaptations of the social OMC to the Europe 2020

Setting up and mandate

The 2011 SPC Work-Programme
 foresees the adoption of an Opinion, addressed to the June EPSCO Council, on how best to adapt the objectives and the working-methods of the Open Method of Coordination in the fields of social inclusion, pensions and health/long-term care ("Social OMC") to the new context of Europe 2020 and its governance.
In order to prepare its deliberations on this issue, the SPC has decided to set up an ad hoc group on the Social OMC. This note outlines the main aspects concerning its mandate.
1. Mandate of the SPC ad hoc Group
The "SPC ad hoc group on the Social OMC" shall discuss the following issues and consider how best to ensure coherence between the objectives and the working methods of the existing Social OMC to the new context of the Europe 2020 Strategy, in line with the SPC opinion of October 2010
:
· The coherence of the social objectives and related indicators of the Social OMC, taking account of their links with the social dimension of the Europe 2020 Strategy (i.e. the EU-level poverty target and the social aspects of the integrated guidelines, in particular guideline 10, and the European Platform against Poverty and Social Exclusion).
· The need, opportunity and frequency of additional national reporting on social protection and social inclusion strategies to complement the National Reform Programmes, and if needed, how this activity would contribute to the achievement of the social objectives, considering and analysing the potential value added in light of resources and time needed at national level for reporting.

· The need for a joint assessment by the Commission and the Council (EPSCO) of these national strategies.

· The organisation of thematic work, through focus years, following previous examples (e.g. child poverty, homelessness, pensions, etc.). 
· How to enhance the mutual learning exercises (notably peer reviews) that have underpinned the Social OMC, with a greater focus on major challenges, both for the EU and individual Member States, and social innovation. This would entail drawing main messages from these activities with a view to feed in the Europe 2020 process.

· How to strengthen the analytical capacity and evidence base of the policy work under the Social OMC.

In light of its reflection, the ad hoc Group shall submit to the Committee a discussion paper presenting options for the adaptation of the Social OMC on these different aspects and other possible elements emerging during the discussion within the group.

2. timetable of the ad hoc Group
The analysis conducted by the ad hoc Group will support the discussion within the SPC aimed at adopting an Opinion on this issue to be tabled at the EPSCO Council of next June. 
The work plan of the ad hoc Group will be structured around the following calendar:

	Date
	Actor
	Action

	10 February
	SPC
	Mandate of the SPC ad hoc group on the Social OMC

Adoption



	February

/ March 
	ad hoc Group
	Launch of the activities

Two meetings (dates tbc) could be foreseen:

a) End-February / early-March

b) end of March (back-to-back with the SPC meeting of 29/03)



	18-19 April 
	SPC (informal meeting in HU)
	Debate on the basis of the preliminary results of the work carried out by the ad hoc Group

	End April 

Early May 2011
	ad hoc Group
	Finalisation of work in light of the SPC debate

(two meetings envisaged – dates tbc)

	12 May
	SPC
	Presentation of final results of the ad hoc Group
Draft SPC Opinion prepared by the SPC Secretariat

Adoption and transmission to EPSCO

	End May 
	COREPER
	

	7 June
	EPSCO
	


3. Composition of the ad hoc group
The SPC shall agree on a limited number of SPC members (including two Bureau members and the Commission, and a delegate of the Indicators' Sub-Group) that will compose the ad hoc group.

The ad hoc Group will be chaired by Marie Keirle (SPC member, FR).
� SPC/2011/01/1 final


� SPC opinion approved by EPSCO on 21/10/2010 (Council doc. 14254/1/10)
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