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“The paradox of the social investment state”
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How to account for rising inequality?

Stylized on the basis of Cantillon, Brandolini & Smeeding (US, UK, Can, Swe, Fin)



• MS should be under pressure to develop a set of labour 
market, education and social protection policies to 
counter these fundamental trends

• Did the Lisbon Process (OMC) deliver?

• Should we abandon OMC?



• MS should be under pressure to develop a set of labour 
market, education and social protection policies to 
counter these fundamental trends

• Did the Lisbon Process (OMC) deliver?

• Should we abandon OMC?

• OMC should be reinforced (poverty target), as one 
component of a range of instruments
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